
Performance test 4 year old ord stallions

New edi on 2021

Fjord  stallions  are  admi ed  to  the  breeding  program  a er  evalua on  by  a  jury.  The  breeding
program demands high quality on a broad range of characteris cs. Addi onal informa on is obtained
by way of the Performance-test for the 4-year old Stallions.

In 2019 Norges Fjordhestlag started a review of the Performance-test. The whole organisa on has
been involved in this effort. The local branches of Norges Fjordhestlag have been asked the following
ques ons:

* At which age should the stallions be tested?
* How can we be er accomodate breeders and owners of the stallions?
* Should the stallions be classified according to their talent? (Dressage, driving etc.)
* Other sugges ons from the local branch.

The board of Norges Fjordhestlag is very pleased to have received 22 le ers of responce from the
local branches.

Recently there has been a congress for the jury members where the Performance-test was a topic.
Norges Fjordhestlag has been provided with informa on from this congress.

The latest contribu on to the process was given at the annual Autumn-gathering in October. Frui ul
discussions about the test were held. This involved a lot of members.

Based on all this input, the Board of Norges Fjordhestlag has been able to produce a dra :

The Stallions will be required to do the Performance-test at the age of 4 years.

Both owners and the inspec ng commi ee will be provided with specific informa on about how the
Stallions should be presented and what should be expected from the horses. In addi on to a wri en
manual, we hope to have a video ready.

Free-jumping  will  no  longer  be  part  of  the  test.  This  discipline  has  proven  to  be  very  energy
consuming, which gives a nega ve influence on the subsequent parts of the test program. Also the
level  of  performance seems to be strongly  influenced by training.  Probably  more than gene cs.
However,  the 4-year old stallions  will  be  shown in the open arena in the program on Thursday
evening. This is not part of the Performance-test. It will count in the overal-judgement.

Behaviour at the stable will be observed throughout the whole stay in Nord ordeid.

The stallions will in the prac cal tests be shown by their own rider/driver. In addi on a professional
rider/driver from Norsk Hestesenter will do part of the tes ng.



The Riding-test and the Driving-test are both given scores from 1 to 10. Each test contributes with
50% in the total result. The total score will count with 10% in the overall judgement of the stallion.
This used to be 30% in previous years.

Both tradi onally and currently the Fjordhorse has been used in many different ac vi es.  This is
typical for the breed. Therefore, in selec ng breeding-stallions,  we wish to see talent  in a broad
range.

Testprogram

Day 1. 
On  arrival  at  Norsk  Fjordhestsenter  the  stallions  will  undergo  a  thorough  examina on  by  a
veterinarian. The owners are summoned for a mee ng. Informa on about the Performance-test will
be given.

Day 2.
The Riding-test.
A meframe of 20 minutes in  the inn-door arena is  designated to each stallion.  The equipment
allowed is given in the general regula on for performance-tests. The inspec ng commi ee will judge
upon contact, impulsion, coopera on, suppleness and balance. The level of schooling expected will
be according to the age of the horse.

The stallion should show the walk, trot and canter. All gaits on both hands. 
The rider is not limited to a specific program. However the commi ee needs to see trot on a 20
meter circle and halt for 5 seconds. At the end of the 20 min, the stallions own rider takes the stallion
out-doors. The commi ee will then watch the horse work in natural terrain.

Day 3.
The Driving-test.
For the Driving-test each stallion will have 25-30 minutes in the inn-door arena. The owner may
choose to show the stallion either in tradi onal harness or in marathon-harness. Carriage is chosen
accordingly.

The stallion enters the arena hitched to the carriage, ready for driving.
The stallion will show walk and trot on both hands. During the program, which is free, there should
be trot on 20 m circle and halt for 10 sec.
The commi ee will  judge the gaits  of  the  stallion.  They  want  to see a coopera ve,  supple  and
forward horse. The general impression should be a relaxed and safe horse.

If a stallion, in the owners opinion, did not show its poten al in one of the prac cal tests, the owner
is  en tled to a new a empt. This should happen on the same day as the original  test. Only the
stallions own rider/driver will a end.

The inspec ng commi ee can from security-considera ons, at any me, call off the test.




