
 
Four midsummer night celebrations in the Essen wint er! 

 
The IGF FjordFahrTeam in the Hop Top Shows at the E quitana 2013 
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After the great success of the Fjord pairs quadrill e at the Equitana Hop Top Shows 
„Viamondo“ in 2009, the idea came up the to do a fo ur-in-hand quadrille in 2013. And 
the dream came true! IGF editor Barbara Scholl repo rts quite emotionally about her 
impressions as assistant driver on one of the coach es at the Essen shows:  
 
Soon it will start. The announcer has almost finished his introduction … As soon as the music 
starts playing, we need to drive in the hall at considerable speed. I am standing next to Orm, 
the left rod horse in Reinhardt Gombert`s team. Orm is nervous, knows exactly what is going 
to happen …the music sets in and the horses literally explode and start galloping. I barely 
make it to jump onto the back of the coach! To the sound of cheerful music we drive into the 
hall. It is filled with 5000 spectators waiting to see our quadrille. Here we go … Driving in … 
right hand … crossing … and after 7 and a half minutes it is all over. It was the last of 4 
shows the FjordFahrTeam (FFT)  did during the Hop Top Show „Festivallo“ at the Equitana 
2013 – and it was our best performance of all!  
 

 
 
Looking back 
It was quite a long way to make it back into the show. After the great success of the Fjord 
pairs quadrille at the Equitana Hop Top Shows „Viamondo“ in 2009, the idea came up the to 
do a four hand quadrille in 2013. The thought alone caused quite some headaches for us.  
 
The course for the new project was finally set during at the FFT performance at 
Landesgestüt Redefin. Wilhelm Wörner agreed once again to train the team and also to take 
the reins himself.  
 
Finding enough experienced horses was not easy to begin with. The teams were put 
together differently again and again until the best line-up was found.  
 
On December 8 and 9, 2012, the first rather makeshift training session with 3-4 four-in-hands 
took place in the Odenwald. The weather was horrible with plenty of snow so that we had to 
practice indoors. In the hall there was only room for 3 four-in-hands behind each other on the 
long side. It took a lot of imagination to believe that this was to become a quadrille with 8 
four-in-hands. How could this be done until March?  
 
 



 
 
We practiced at Ralph Lang`s place in Reichelsheim OT Ober-Ostern / Hessen -Odenwald) . 
Ralph provided the stables, food and equipment. A big ”thank you” for that to him as well as 
to Christian Eitenmüller, who also offered accommodation for humans and animals during 
the practice weekends.  
 
It was not until January 2013 that it became clear that we really will be part of the show. The 
news was received with pride and joy by all participants – and the preparations started 
immediately. In the end it meant to transport 32 horses (plus substitutes) safely to Essen and 
to find accommodations for about 40 people. Quite challenging logistical tasks …!  
 
Essen, here we come! 
After our final practice session on March 9/10 under perfect conditions and lots of sunshine, 
the first group set off to Essen on the Tuesday before the Equitana. With our luck, there was 
lots of snow again and quite chaotic traffic conditions. Luckily, all made safely to Essen after 
10 hours on the road.  
 
On Wednesday, the road conditions were a lot better when the rest of the group arrived in 
Essen by late afternoon. Unfortunately, there was little time to rest. For our first training 
session we had to choose between the 7pm and the 1:40am slot. And yes, we decided for 
the earlier option.  
 
On our daily route to the training, we had to cross the six-lane Norbert-Street. With the traffic 
light cycle as it was, we never managed to get all 8 teams across at the same time. In the 
end, be decided to ignore the lights and asked some volunteers to stop the traffic while we 
crossed the road.  
 
Prior to the first show, we practiced every day as the right music and light effects still needed 
to be selected. The show management wanted to present us under a „Midsummer night” 
theme. The huge LED-screen showed a maypole and flowers. Moving pictures! Not easy to 
direct the horses towards it! But after some practising, the drivers and horses got used to it. 
Midsummer night celebration – that meant summer clothes for drivers and assistant drivers. 
White trousers (quite a challenge when dealing with horses), yellow shirts, white ties and 
straw hats. Really nice looking….!  
 
Unfortunately, the temperatures in Essen never reached a midsummer night level. As a 
matter of fact, it was freezing cold – with or without snow! Not very nice, especially if you 
have to wait outside the hall before your turn in the show comes up.  
 
Let the show begin! 
Prior to the opening night, the team had another important appointment on Thursday: Meet 
the international press! It was a real stress test. Only two of acts participating in the show 
had been invited – and we were one of them. Afterwards, the first of many digital Fjordhorse 
photos were sent around the world and ended up on the front pages of fair programs and 
newspapers across Germany. 
 
Before our first show, we were – of course - all very nervous. Our turn was always next to the 
last of 12 acts – caught in the middle between F. Pignon and Lorenzo. Yet.another reason to 
perform at the highest level…  
 
Would it all work out? Would we get through without major mistakes? Would the Fjords drive 
into a hall with 5.000 applauding spectators without hesitation? 
 

 



      
 
 
Yes! The teams did a great job with their four-in-hands. In one or the other scary moment, 
they reacted the right way and managed to avoid any major damage!  
 
In addition to the performances at the Hop Top Show, the team had some appearances in 
the day time program, where we presented a new quadrille for pairs and four-in-hands. In 
this quadrille we frequently changed the drivers and assistant drivers, so that all team 
members had a chance to participate in a show during the week at the Equitana. This 
quadrille also received a lot of applause from the visitors and spectators!  
 
Our Fjords did really well to promote their race! Everybody who has seen how limited the 
space was in the hall and how well the horses have cooperated will certainly agree that 
Fjords are very special! 
 
However, it was also challenge for the people. Everybody had to put aside personal interests 
in order to make the whole thing work so that the Fjordfahrtteam was able to present an 
unforgettable show for thousands of enthusiastic spectators. Thanks also for that.  
 
And – of course – the drivers did a fantastic job. Thanks to Gaby Distler, Vroni Kirmaier, 
Monika Sauer, Anne Sauer, Alexander Berghof, Ralph Ballhausen, Reinhardt Gombert, 
Martin Irregen, Ralph Lang, Timo Münch, Thomas Paul and Wilhelm Wörner! 
 
Last, but not least a big thank you to all assistant drivers and supporters, who have helped 
so much – also behind the scenes - during the practice sessions and the show in Essen.  
 
IGF / Barbara Scholl (Berlin)  
 

      
 

 


